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Atwater’s provides
meals for families during
COVID-19 shutdown
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG – The
weekend the Florida Department of Education announced
students wouldn’t be going
back to school when Spring
Break ended, Eric Atwater
knew what he had to do.
“This is what I’ve been
doing all my life – feeding the
community and kids,” said the
chef and owner of the legendary south St. Pete restaurant and Café, located at 895
22nd Ave. S. “But when school
[shut down] because of the
Coronavirus, the first thing that

came to my mind was that kids
wouldn’t have lunch. So, I decided to feed the kids for
lunch.”
Atwater went to Rajax Food
Market and bought chicken,
hotdogs, and hamburgers; announced he’d be starting meals
the following Monday on Facebook and “went to work.”
He said community partners have been enthusiastic
and unwavering in their support. Carl Bristol, a longtime
community activist, owner of
Gallerie 909, and current collaboration manager for the
Youth Farm at Enoch Davis
Center, is Atwater’s right hand

in the effort.
“Man, listen – Carla Bristol
is a fireball,” he laughed. “She
came, saw that I was feeding
the kids, and the middle or end
of that week she came right in
with care packages, stuff for
the seniors, and came up with
the Feed The Community on
Saturday Free Breakfast [idea].
I was all in.”
Since then, many organizations and businesses have been
dropping off supplies and donations. “It’s been phenomenal,”
Atwater smiled. “There are so
many I can’t name them all.”
See ATWATER, page 8

Beware scams tied to COVID-19
Economic Impact payments
BY J.A. JONES
Staff Writer
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NATIONWIDE – The Internal Revenue Service has issued
a warning about Coronavirusrelated scams. While it’s sad to
discover there are people out
there trying to scheme the
hard-pressed out of some relief
during this time, as the saying
goes, “Cash rules everything
around me,” and there’s never
a wrong time for con artists to
do their conning.
The IRS’ Criminal Investigation Division has seen an
uptick of new and evolving
phishing schemes. On their
website, the Internal Revenue
Service shares information for
taxpayers to be on the lookout
for. Scam calls and email
phishing attempts about the
Coronavirus, or COVID-19 are
on the rise and can lead to taxrelated fraud and identity theft.
IRS Commissioner Chuck
Rettig is quoted, “We urge people to take extra care during
this period. The IRS isn’t going
to call you asking to verify or

provide your financial information so you can get an economic impact payment or your
refund faster. That also applies
to surprise emails that appear
to be coming from the IRS. Remember, don’t open them or
click on attachments or links.
Go to IRS.gov for the most upto-date information.”
The IRS warned that people should also be on the lookout for text messages,

websites, and social media attempts claiming to need personal information — and of
course, anything that requests
money can be fraudulent.
IRS Criminal Investigation
Chief Don Fort also chimed in
regarding the need for cautious awareness at this time.
“History has shown that
criminals take every opportunity to perpetrate a fraud on

Martin Tadlock
BY MARTIN TADLOCK
USF St. Petersburg Regional Chancellor

ST. PETERSBURG – It’s remarkable to think how much our
world has transformed in the past
month. While the coronavirus has
disrupted our day-to-day lives, it has
not changed our mission at USF St.
Petersburg: to help students succeed.
I’ve been truly touched by the
outpouring of support we’ve received over the past few weeks from
members of the community. St. Petersburg is a special place and we
appreciate all of the kind and generous people who value our university.
Like others around the world,
most of us at USF St. Petersburg
are working and learning from
home. I wanted to take a minute to
tell you about the many things we
are doing to help us continue fulfilling our mission in a virtual setting.
Our amazing faculty and staff
quickly pivoted to remote learning,
transitioning more than 450 classes
from face-to-face to online. We’re offering a variety of online tools and
services to assist students as they
continue to advance toward their
degrees, from virtual academic advising sessions to real-time discussions with librarians.
We haven’t neglected student
life, the fun and interesting activities
that connect and engage our students. The staff in our COMPASS
student experience office launched
a college pen pal program, connecting students electronically during
this time of social distancing. It took
off like wildfire and now has more
than 1,500 participants from 200 different universities, including Yale,
NYU and even the University of
Zambia!
We’re also hosting online hangouts via Instagram, and our campus
recreation staff created online
workouts that you can do at home.
You’ll find them on our website at
USFSP.edu.
I’ve been especially touched by
the many people who have contacted me because they want to

See SCAM, page 9

See USF, page 9
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Are you interested in being a radio guest?
Radio Personality Princess Denise Wright
of Matters of the Heart Radio Ministry
is looking forward to you being a guest on
her global radio broadcasting network on
99.1 FM JAMS. Matters of the Heart Radio
Ministry has been broadcasting for the past 16 years locally and
internationally, all the way into Jamaica. For additional information
about scheduling a guest interview or promoting your business,
book, music CD or non-profit organization, please call 727-488-8818
or email princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com
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City of St. Petersburg announces ‘Call from City Hall’
ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
announces “Call from City
Hall.” Citizens are encouraged to nominate someone who is experiencing
adverse effects of isolation
during safer at home orders to receive a call from
Mayor Rick Kriseman,
Deputy Mayor Dr. Kanika
Tomalin or Police Chief
Anthony Holloway.
Our city recognizes
that many residents, such
as seniors living alone,
may have difficulty coping
during this challenging
time.

”The insidiousness of
COVID-19 can impact
more than just our physical health,” said Mayor
Kriseman. “Because of the
safer at home policies in
place during this emergency, it can affect our
emotional well-being, too.
I look forward to speaking
with St. Pete residents
who may need some sunshine in their day.”
The City of St. Petersburg is asking citizens to
nominate a St. Pete resident to receive a call. Visit
http://stpete.org/callfro
mcityhall

Mayor Rick Kriseman

Deputy Mayor
Dr. Kanika Tomalin

Police Chief
Anthony Holloway

CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG
NOTICE OF INTENT TO SELL
CITY-OWNED REAL ESTATE
Notice is hereby given pursuant to F.S. 163.380 that the CITY OF
ST. PETERSBURG intends to sell the below listed lots, which are
located within the South Community Redevelopment Area, as part
of the Affordable Housing Lot Disposition program:
4243 12th Avenue South
933 16th Avenue South
1042 15th Avenue South
2443 Auburn Street South
1012 Newton Avenue South
4621 12th Avenue South
3010 6th Avenue South
843 20th Avenue South
2660 18th Avenue South
3077 21st Avenue South
2708 12th Avenue South
1743 19th Avenue South
1910 14th Street South
For inquiries into the properties, to obtain pertinent information on
the properties, or to make a proposal, please contact the City within
30 days via:
Luis A. Garcia
Housing Development Specialist
City of St. Petersburg
(727)892-5175
Email: LAGarcia@StPete.org
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legal rights. Hating no man,
fearing no man... the Black Press
strives to help every man in the
firm belief that all men are hurt
as long as anyone is held back.
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TOGETHER,
WE CAN
POWER
THROUGH
THIS CRISIS.
Reliable energy is always important, but never more so than now as we navigate this
challenging time together. We’re also determined to help our customers,
HVSHFLDOO\WKRVHZKRPD\EHIDFLQJXQXVXDOÀQDQFLDOKDUGVKLSV
Q

Reducing residential May bills by nearly 21%

Q

No disconnections for nonpayment

Q

No fees for credit or debit card payments for residential accounts

Q

No fees for late payments or returned checks

Q

Relaxed timelines for payment arrangements

Q

3URYLGLQJÀQDQFLDOVXSSRUWWRIRRGEDQNVDQGFRPPXQLW\
action groups across Florida

We encourage customers to pay their bills promptly to avoid building up a large balance
and to contact us for assistance with a bill payment plan. We’ll continue to evaluate
our policies as this situation evolves. As a part of this community and a provider of an
essential service, we’re standing together with you throughout this pandemic.

For information on what Duke Energy is doing to assist customers and respond to the
COVID-19 pandemic, visit dukeenergyupdates.com or call 800.700.8744.
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COVID-19 closes schools, community responds with love lunches
ST. PETERSBURG –
School closures due to
COVID-19 have impacted
life for Pinellas County
residents in many ways.
As families strive to find
alternatives to childcare,
move towards virtual education, and manage employment concerns, a
group of local leaders has
united to alleviate one
problem: access to nutritious meals.
According to 20192020 data from the Florida
Department of Education
and Pinellas County
Schools, between 55,00060,000 youth are eligible
for free or reduced
lunches
in
Pinellas

county; 60 percent of all
students.
Pivoting to address
the
new
challenges
caused by closures, a consortium of community initiatives have joined forces
to offer Love Lunches;
free meals, made with
love, for local children. In
the first two weeks, over
2,500 residents were provided with breakfast and
lunches.
Staff and volunteers
adhere to CDC and
County guidelines, including wearing gloves, utilizing hand sanitizer, and
asking families to stay in
their cars while meals are
distributed.

Previous
Love
Lunches have included a
protein, fruit, vegetable
and a grain. Breakfast
meals have included milk,
fruit, a granola bar, or a
muffin, but meals may
vary. Residents can visit
the Center for Health Equity, 2333 34th St. S, on
weekdays from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m., to obtain a togo meal through April
10th. Children must be
present at the time of
pick-up.
Love Lunches are
made possible by PattyeCakes LLC, The Gathering of Women, Urban
League Young Professionals, Youth Farm, Community Development and
Training Center (CDAT),
8 Kings Collective, Feeding Tampa Bay, commUNITY friends and the

Foundation for a Healthy
St. Petersburg.
For a list of other local
food providers offering
free, nutritious meals for

students, please visit
https://211tampabay.org
/home/food-and-meals/
About the Foundation
for a Healthy St. Petersburg
The Foundation for a
Healthy St. Petersburg is
a private foundation working with the communities
of Pinellas County to eradicate inequality, achieve
racial and health equity,
and improve population
health. The Foundation
inspires and empowers
people,
organizations,
ideas, and relationships to
ensure that every person
equitably achieves optimal health and well-being.

Didn’t file a tax return last year? You may still be eligible for
COVID-19 Crisis related Economic Impact Payment
NATIONWIDE
–
According to the Internal
Revenue Service, you may
still be eligible for an Economic Impact Payment
even if you didn’t file last
year if you meet certain requirements. Log on to
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-enterpayment-info-here. If you
meet certain requirements,
you can click on the blue
box labeled “Non-Filers:
Enter Payment Info Here.”
Who is eligible for
the Economic Impact
Payment?
U.S. citizens or resident
aliens who:
• Have a valid Social
Security number
• Could not be claimed
as a dependent of another
taxpayer
• Had adjusted gross
income under certain limits
Who should use
“Non-Filers: Enter Payment Here” to provide

additional information
to receive the Economic
Impact Payment?
Eligible U.S. citizens or
permanent residents who:
• Had gross income
that did not exceed $12,200
($24,400 for married couples) for 2019
• Were not otherwise
required to file a federal income tax return for 2019,
and didn’t plan to
When you provide
the required information, the IRS will determine your eligibility and
payment amount you are
entitled to receive. You
won’t need to take any additional action – just wait
for the check like everybody else. You will need
to provide:
• Your full name, current mailing address and
an email address
• Your date of birth and
valid Social Security number
• A bank account num-

ber and routing number —
if you have one, otherwise,
they will send you a check.
• The Identity Protection Personal Identification
Number (IP PIN) you received from the IRS earlier
this year — if you have one
• Your driver’s license
or state-issued ID — if you
have one
• For each of your qualifying child(ren): name, Social Security number or
Adoption Taxpayer Identification Number, and their
relationship to you or your
spouse
Steps to apply:
Click on blue box,
“Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info Here.” This will
take you from the IRS site
to Free File Fillable Forms,
a certified IRS partner. This
site is safe and secure.
Follow these steps in
order to provide your information:
• Create an account by
providing your email ad-

dress and phone number;
create a user ID and password.
• You will be directed
to a screen where you will
input your filing status
(Single or Married filing
jointly) and personal information.
• Make sure you have
a valid Social Security
number for you (and your
spouse if you were married
at the end of 2019) unless
you are filing “Married Filing Jointly” with a 2019
member of the military.
Make sure you have a valid
Social Security number or
Adoption Taxpayer Identification Number for each
dependent you want to
claim for the Economic Impact Payment.
• Check the “box” if
someone can claim you as
a dependent or your
spouse as a dependent.
• Complete your bank
information
(otherwise
they will send you a check).

• You will be directed
to another screen where
you will enter personal information to verify yourself. You will need your
driver’s license (or state-issued ID) information. If
you don’t have one, leave it
blank.
You will receive an
email from customer service at Free File Fillable
Forms that either acknowledges you have success-

fully submitted your information, or that tells you
there is a problem and how
to correct it. Free File Fillable forms will use the information to automatically
complete a Form 1040 and
transmit it to the IRS to
compute and send you a
payment.
Visit
https://
w w w. i r s . g o v / c o r o n avir us/non-filers-enterpayment-info-here to apply.

Lakewood High’s school year has been disrupted, but students
and staff remain resilient
BY ROHEY BARROW &
MAYA RISH
SNN Staff Writers

ST. PETERSBURG —
Lakewood High School
students went on Spring
Break on March 13, thinking they would return to
school a week later. But
during that week, students got the news: they
would now be learning

online, perhaps for the
rest of the year. The reason was coronavirus, a
disease that was originally
detected
in
Wuhan,
China, in Dec. 2019. Coronavirus or COVD-19,
would sweep across Europe and began seeping
into America in early
2020.
For much of the
spring, Americans - in-

cluding the Lakewood
community - self-isolated
at home. Lakewood High
senior Malik Byrd spent
time with his mom and
sister while quarantining.
He said he was disappointed because it’s his
senior year, and he is supposed to be having fun.
“It’s taking away my
time to play football and
work out. I’m missing out
on prom, grad bash, and
walking the stage at graduation,” Malik said.
Principal Erin Savage
said the major challenge
in online learning was
connectivity with Microsoft Teams, the online
platform everyone is
using to complete school
assignments.
“Going from the traditional brick and mortar
building to digital learn-

ing has been harder for
some more than others,”
Savage said. “Some students (and adults) rely on
the camaraderie and socialization that they receive at school.”
Learning from home
also means a lack of
human interaction, as students were cut off from
spending
time
with
friends and family. Sophomore Emma Ash said the
school’s
cancellation
greatly impacted her. As
one of the stars in this
year’s canceled musical,
Legally Blonde, the excitement she felt about
being in a lead role was
crushed.
“Thespians is my creative outlet,” Ash said.
Without drama, she said
she is bored and doing
other household activities

to stay busy.
“I’ve been cooking a
lot and baking,” Ash said.
“I can’t wait to go outside
and see my friends. I
haven’t talked to anyone
face-to-face who is not my
mom in a hot minute.”
Teachers’
lives
changed, too, especially
for those who teach subjects like art and music.
“It’s not my style at all,
“said Jayce Ganchou, the
3D art teacher and baseball coach about online
teaching. “I like being
around the kids, interaction, the tools, the materials, making cool stuff and
problem solving.”
Ganchou’s
biggest
challenge is finding art
projects that everyone
can do with materials they
have at home. While one
student may have the ma-

terials they need to complete a project, another
might not.
“I just have to create
lessons out of what everyone would have at home,”
Ganchou said.
Music teacher Jacob
Merritt also had some
challenges regarding online school and the way it
has affected his teaching.
“Students without instruments are almost impossible to teach the way
I am used to,” he said.
“But at the same time, I’m
always surprised by students’ resilience and
adaptability.”
Rohey Barrow and
Maya Rish are students in
Lakewood High’s Journeys
in Journalism magnet program and write for the
Spartan News Network.
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ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.net
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, Pastor

WORSHIP EvXPERIENCES

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
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BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

BY DIERDRE DOWNING-JACKSON

Calm

Let GOD have His perfect way

It is amazing to hear a scripture, that tells you to be still.

Let GOD have His perfect way; As we trust Him for each and every
day.

GOD knows when we are weary and we need to heed HIS will.
To be aware of GOD’s holy presence and to feel HIS peaceful
calm;
For HIS peace, strength and comfort provide JESUS’ miracle
healing balm.

Our hearts believe His truth prevails; GOD’s mercy in our lives will
never fail.
In this season of wonder and uncertainty; We know GOD’s promises
will set us free.

Today I am in special need of GOD’s awesome healing power;

To pray for others, and to love with care; JESUS taught us to obey and
to always share.

Trusting in HIS promises, my heart knows that JESUS is my
strong tower.

Hold on to GOD’s peace and walk by faith; This season and journey,
too shall pass.”

I will be calm because I know in my heart that by HIS stripes I
am healed;

“He that dwelleth in the secret place of the most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty. I will day of the LORD, He is my
refuge and my fortress: my GOD: in Him will I trust.” Psalm 91:1-2

GOD’s love and grace will see me through and victory will soon
be revealed.
As GOD walks with me through every storm, HE always holds
me and keeps me calm;
For I know that JESUS abides in me, for the proof is in HIS awesome Psalms.
As I rest in GOD’s blessed assurance, my healing is in HIS
hands;
JESUS keeps me calm as HE touches me and HE shows me how
to stand.
My soul cried out for healing and rest, GOD heard my fervent
prayer;
Thank You for keeping me calm LORD JESUS, I know that You
will always be there.”
AMEN
Psalm 46:1
“GOD is our refuge and strength, a present help in trouble”
Psalm 107:29
“He maketh the storm a calm, so that the waves thereof are still”
Psalm 46:10
“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the
heathen, I will be exalted in the earth.”

AMEN
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study .......................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
Sunday Worship Service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Small Group Bible Study ..............................6:30 p.m.
Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Mission Statement:

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

SERVICES
Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Sunday Worship Service: 10:00 a.m.
Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Rev. Dr. Manuel L. Sykes

Mid-Week Worship: Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

Welcome – Bienvenidos
ST. AUGUSTINE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Joyful Spirit, Joyful Jazz
The Rev. Josie Rose,
Priest-in-Charge

2920 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg 33712
727-867-6774
StAugustine@tampabay.rr.com

Sunday Communion and Worship Service 9:00 a.m.
Communion and Healing Service 11:00 a.m. Tuesdays
First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708

Rev. Wallace Elliott
Sr. - Pastor

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

Donn & Jean
Freshler

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Contact:
www.TheWeeklyChallenger.com

20th Street
Church Of Christ

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org
Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH AD
COULD BE HERE!

Bro. Robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

Sunday Bible Class (All Ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Evening Worship
Ladies Bible Class Monday
Monday Evening Bible Class
Wednesday Morning Bible Class
Wednesday Evening Bible Class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Visionary
Brief

Her father’s influence

by Keisha Bell, Esq.
Have you ever wondered how the family you
were born into has affected your professional
life? Some have understood privileges because
of it; others experience
institutionalized obstacles.
Meet Michelle Janine
Howard, a retired United
States Navy officer.
Howard was born on
April 30, 1960, on March
Air Reserve Base in
Riverside County, Calif.
Her father, Nick
Howard, was a U.S. Air
Force master sergeant.
As a child, she had the
unique experience of see-

ing the world through
the eyes of a military officer’s child. There is no
doubt of its lasting impression.
In 1982, Howard
graduated from the U. S.
Naval Academy. In 1988,
she graduated from the
U.S. Army’s Command
and General Staff College with a Masters in
Military Arts and Sciences.
Over
three
decades later, on June 7,
2016, she assumed her
last military assignment.
When considering
that Howard was born
before the passage of the
Civil Rights Act of 1964,

it is not surprising that
throughout her military
career, she would make
history. She was the first
African-American woman
to command a U.S. Navy
ship and the first to
achieve two and threestar rank.
In 2006, Howard was
the first admiral selected
from the U.S. Naval
Academy class of 1982,
and the first female graduate of the U.S. Naval
Academy selected for
flag rank when she was
selected for the rank of
rear admiral.
In 2009, Howard assumed command of

Combined Task Force
151 aboard the flagship
USS Boxer. In that position, she played a key
role in the rescue of Captain Richard Phillips after
he was kidnapped by Somali pirates in the Indian
Ocean. Hollywood documented this event with
the creation of a major
motion picture.
On July 1, 2014,
Howard made history
more than once. On that
day, she became the first
woman to become a U.S.
Navy four-star admiral.
Likewise, on that day,
she became the first
African American and

the first woman to hold
the post as Vice Chief of
Naval Operations.
As noted, Howard’s
father was in the military. She did not have to
make the same career
choice as he, but it is not
uncommon that she did.
By doing so, history was
waiting.
To think that it was
easy for her is naïve.
Maybe because of her father’s guidance and, in
turn seeing his success,
she believed in the possibility of what could be.
The seeds he planted
were
watered.
She
bloomed, and in doing

so, Howard showed the
world her father’s influence.
Keisha Bell is an attorney, author, and public
servant.
www.emergingfree.com
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New mobile-friendly site to apply for Reemployment Assistance and
where to find paper applications
PINELLAS COUNTY –
The Florida Department of
Economic
Opportunity
(DEO) announced a new,
mobile-friendly online application for Reemployment
Assistance available at
www.FloridaJobs.org/RAA
pplication.
“The Florida Department of Economic Opportunity is committed to
ensuring Floridians are
able to receive the benefits
owed to them during this
global pandemic,” said
DOE Executive Director
Ken Lawson. “The team is
working around the clock
to make the process for applying for Reemployment
Assistance as easy as possible for Floridians.”
Floridians who do not
have a current open Reemployment Assistance claim
should complete their application online at www.FloridaJobs.org/RAApplication.
To utilize the userfriendly online Reemployment Assistance application
or to download the paper
Reemployment Assistance
application,
Floridians
should visit www.FloridaJobs.org/COVID-19.
If a Floridian chooses to
submit a paper application
for Reemployment Assistance benefits, they should
mail their application to the
DEO, and a representative
will call when their application is processed. Paper applications may take longer
to process than completing
an online application.
Florida Department of
Economic Opportunity,
P.O. Box 5350, Tallahassee,
FL 32314-5350

Step 1 – Collect all information needed to
complete the Reemployment Application
You will need the following information to submit
an application for Reemployment Assistance benefits. You are encouraged to
collect the following documents and information before
beginning
the
application process.
• Social Security number
• Driver’s License or
State ID number
• Employment information for the last 18 months
for each employer:
• Employer ID - FEIN
number (this is found on
your W2 or 1099 tax form),
if available
• Employer name
(name on pay stub), address, and phone number
• First and last day of
work
• Gross earnings (before taxes are taken out)
covering the last 18 months
• Reason for separation
If you are one of the
following, make sure
you have this additional
information available
• Not a U.S. Citizen:
Alien Registration Number
or other work authorization
form
• Military employee:
Copy of your DD-214 Member 4; If you do not have the
Member 4, then a copy of
your Member 2-7 may be
used.
• Federal employee:
SF-8 or SF-50
• Union member:
Union name, hall number,
and phone number

Any Floridian who has
lost their job due to COVID19, is encouraged to complete a Reemployment
Assistance application. The
following are the steps
needed to complete an application online or by mail.
Step 2 – Submit your
Reemployment Assistance application
You can apply online at
www.FloridaJobs.org/RAA
pplication or print an application for Reemployment
Assistance at www.FloridaJobs.org/COVID-19. Paper
applications may take
longer to process than completing an online application.
Paper applications can
be mailed to: Florida Department of Economic Opportunity, P.O. Box 5350,
Tallahassee, FL 32314-5350
CareerSource locations
across the state are available to assist with completing and submitting your
online application. They are
also available to provide
paper applications. Visit CareerSourceFlorida.com for
center locations.
FedEx is also offering
Floridians the option to
print and mail applications
for Reemployment Assistance at locations throughout the state free of charge.
V
i
s
i
t
https://local.fedex.com/en
-us/fl/ to find a participating location near you.
Step 3 – Receive your
Reemployment Assistance application confirmation.
If you mail your Reemployment Assistance application
to
DEO,
a

representative will contact
you after your application is
processed.
A written determination
will be provided electronically and/or by mail to explain if you are monetarily
eligible, and if you are, what
your
weekly
benefit
amount will be.
For more information
about Reemployment Assistance benefits and how
to apply, visit DEO’s mobile-friendly site www.FloridaJobs.org/COVID-19
Where to pick up
paper applications if you
can’t do it online
CareerSource Pinellas – Call to confirm. As of
publication, they are operating virtually but people can
come to their locations to
pick up applications outside. Call 727-524-4344 for a
location near you.
Community Health
Centers of Pinellas —
Call to confirm hours.
Clearwater
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Suncoast, 5523 Roosevelt Boulevard, Clearwater, FL 33760. Phone:
727-824-8181
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Clearwater Dental, 702
Jasmine Way, Clearwater,
FL 33756. Phone: 727-8248181
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Clearwater, 707 East
Druid Road, Clearwater,
FL 33756. Phone: 727-8248181
Dunedin
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas

at Dunedin, 1721 Main
Street, Dunedin, FL 34698.
Phone: 727-824-8181
Largo
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Largo, 12420 130th Avenue North, Largo, FL
33744 (at corner of
Wilcox). Phone: 727-8248181
Lealman
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Lealman, 4950 34th
Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33714. Phone:
727-824-8181
Oldsmar
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Oldsmar, 3860 Tampa
Road, Suite C, Oldsmar,
FL 34677. Phone: 727-8248181
Pinellas Park
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Pinellas Park, Address:
7550 43rd Street North,
Pinellas Park, FL 33781.
Phone: 727-824-8181

St.
Petersburg
(Bayfront)
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Bayfront, 701 6th Street
South, Suite 741, St. Petersburg, FL 33701. Phone:
727-824-8181
St. Petersburg (Johnnie Ruth Clarke)
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Johnnie Ruth Clarke,
1344 22nd Street South, St.
Petersburg, FL 33712.
Phone: 727-824-8181
St.
Petersburg
(MLK)
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at St. Petersburg, 612 Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Street North, St. Petersburg, FL 33705. Phone:
727-824-8181
Tarpon Springs
Location: Community
Health Centers of Pinellas
at Tarpon Springs, 247
South Huey Avenue, Tarpon Springs, FL 34689.
Phone: 727-824-8181

Rouson to Florida Surgeon General: Produce data on virus impact on blacks?
BY JERI YONDER
Contributor

TAMPA BAY — African
Americans are disproportionately impacted by killer
diseases above all other ethnic groups and therefore are
extremely vulnerable to the
coronavirus that has swept
across the nation. In the
county’s hotspots, black people are infected at alarming
rates that double and triple
that of their counterparts.
In a letter to Florida Surgeon General Dr. Scott Rivkees, Senator Darryl
Rouson, (D) St. Petersburg
said, “The impact of the
coronavirus on African
Americans in Florida has yet
to be revealed. Florida has
been slow to act on this pandemic and I’m afraid Black
people are suffering most. If

Darryl Rouson
that’s the case, we need to
take the proper steps, and
utilize the necessary resources to remedy the problem. But, we need to know
the what the data says.”
The following are excerpts from Rouson’s letter
to the Surgeon General. He
said he expects Rivkees to
deliver the data in a matter of
days.

Dear Dr. Rivkees,
African Americans, Latinos, and other minorities are disproportionately affected by the
ongoing pandemic of COVID-19. The early indicators and sparse data is hard to ignore and a
painful reminder of the inequality divide that
still exists in America and is now showing up in
our medical centers, testing sites, and unfortunately our mortuaries.
Major cities such as Chicago, Philadelphia,
and Detroit and states like Louisiana have
tracked the COVID-19 devastation in communities of color. In fact, the majority of the States
are either not tracking or releasing racial and
ethnic data on who is being tested and treated
for the virus. This valuable information would
allow public officials to seek out areas of high
concern and hopefully address and contain the
spread. Today, renowned expert Dr. Anthony
Fauci, Director, National Institute of Allergy and
Infectious Diseases announced that African

Americans are at a “higher risk” for COVID-19.
Minorities are less likely to have insurance,
a primary care physician, and have a higher
probability of having pre-existing conditions.
Pockets of poverty and homelessness, throughout our state, do not allow for elbow room much
less social distancing. Politico reported that in
Florida, five counties have revealed that African
Americans and Latino Covid-19 patients are getting hospitalized and, in some places, dying at
higher rates than white patients.
We should be ahead of this as a state. I am
asking Florida’s Department of Health and your
Surgeon General’s office to release racial and
ethnic data to properly inform our minority
communities across our state. It is important
that the proper resources are marshalled to our
most vulnerable populations.
Sincerely,
Darryl E. Rouson
Senate District 19

Care for our community and beyond
BY RAFAEL J. SCIULLO
President & CEO of Empath
Health

For 43 years, Suncoast Hospice, a member
of Empath Health, has
been committed to providing
compassionate
care to patients and families in Pinellas County.
Now, exciting times are
on the horizon for our
community.
Recently, we received
notification from the
Agency for Health Care
Administration that Suncoast Hospice has been
granted a provisional
award to expand services
into
Hillsborough
County. This is an incredible opportunity to build
upon our existing programs and provide care
for even more people
who have been traditionally underserved by palliative care programs,
such as the African
American and Hispanic
communities.
Expanded access to
hospice services into
Hillsborough County is

just one way Empath
Health is growing to
serve families in our area
better.
In late February,
Emapth Health and Stratum Health System announced that we are in
formal discussions to
merge our two organizations with a full integration date of January 2023.
This combined organization will have the capabilities to be the largest
hospice-based not-forprofit integrated network
of care providers in the
United States, focused on
serving anyone facing
chronic or advanced illness and caring for over
6,000 people daily.
Empath Health and
Stratum Health System
share a commitment to
preserving the mission of
not-for-profit
hospice,
home care, and community-based services as
equal partners. As Empath Health serves
Tampa Bay, Stratum focuses on hospice and

home-based care in
Southwest Florida. Its
family of services includes Tidewell Hospice,
which provides care
throughout
Sarasota,
Manatee, Charlotte and
DeSoto counties.
Both organizations independently operate in
good business and financial health but recognize
that we must plan for the
future. By creating a
stronger, more formidable organization, we aim
to ensure the trusted
services we provide will
continue to be available
throughout the greater
Tampa Bay area and
Southwest Florida. We
are extremely excited
about combining our best
practices and continuing
to create innovative services to care for everyone
in our communities who
need us.
At this time, the
merger has no direct impact on patients and their
families,
volunteers,
donors, referral sources

From Left: Jonathan Fleece, president & CEO of Stratum Health System
and Rafael Sciullo, president & CEO of Empath Health
or the Boards of Directors of the current organizations. Empath Health
and Stratum Health System and all affiliated
services will continue to
operate under their respective names.
Together, the two organizations
will
be

“United in Care,” providing trusted, integrated
care solutions for the
lives in which we are
blessed to care. This also
includes the tremendous
support we provide to patients’ families and the
communities we serve.
Together, we will con-

tinue to exemplify what it
means to be not-for-profit
compassionate
caregivers
demonstrating
open minds, brave spirits, pioneering hearts,
grateful voices and a
healing presence for the
work we so passionately
love.

COMMUNITY NEWS
8

THURSDAY, APRIL 16, 2020

The Weekly Challenger

www.theweeklychallenger.com

Eric Atwater to the rescue!
ATWATER, from front page

As far as the COVID19 crisis, Atwater is philosophical about the need to
be ready for any emergency.
“I prepare myself for
anything. Hurricane season I was ready, tornadoes
coming, I get ready – just
everyday life — I pray,
and I get ready for anything.”
Atwater credits his father with his work ethic
and preparedness mindset. “It’s always ‘on go’
with me, and I like to deal
with people that’s “on go.”
“I think he’s doing a
wonderful thing for the
community,” said a young
lady we’ll call Ms. Evans
for the purposes of this article. She feels Atwater
should be getting support
from the state for his efforts.

“He’s doing this out of
his own pocket and his
own resources. Trying to
feed the children, it’s not
easy. Especially if you
don’t get food stamps.”
Cars slowed down requesting food or parked
in the back, parents staying in as children ran up
to collect free hamburgers and hotdogs.
As she expressed the
hardship of feeding her
two daughters during the
day when they would normally be at school and
getting cafeteria lunch,
Evans spoke on behalf of
many other families as
well.
“It made my day to
get on Facebook and see
that he was ser ving the
children. My kids were
hungry, and I was able to
bring them out here and

get them something to
eat.”
Carla Bristol shared,
“Our next big effort is this
Saturday when we’ll do
the free community breakfast. We also do free lunch
every day for kids and the
adults who bring them.”
Bristol noted that
since Atwater cooks daily,
they can also pick up excess food from the Feeding Tampa Bay Breakspot
distributions of breakfast
and lunch at Foundation
for a Healthy St. Pete,
2333 34th St. S.
Additionally, Bristol
said they’ve held two collard greens giveaways and
assembled hundreds of
care packages with nonperishable items. This Saturday, April 18, she’ll
again be assisting Atwater
at the free community

breakfast. “It’s a constant
and continuous effort to
the community.”
Jasmine Brinson was
on site with her family;
she’s known Atwater for
years, and always known
him to have a genuine
heart for the community.

“He’s always doing
something out here for the
kids and the people. He’s
always communicating
with everybody — looking
out and trying to make the
community better. Especially looking out for the
kids, and trying to steer

them in the right direction.
We appreciate him.”
To donate, you can
Cash App Eric Atwater at
$EricAtwater, or Carla
Bristol at $CarlaBristol.
To reach J.A. Jones,
email jjones@theweeklychallenger.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
CREAL FUNERAL
B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Deannie
K’s
Beauty
Salon
HOME AND
1940 7th AVENUE SOUTH
ST PETERSBURG, FL 33712

Beauty is more
than skin deep.

727-896-2602

Call TODAY for an appointment

CREMATIONS, INC

“STILL SERVING WITH DIGNITY AND
COMPASSION 60 YEARS LATER”

CREALFHANDCREMATIONS@GMAIL.COM

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

$20.00 Basic Shampoo/Set
Silk Press starting at $50
Specializing in Healthy Hair
1834 49th St. S, Gulfport • 727-328-2623

Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545
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City of St. Petersburg announces
Expansion of Funding for
Fighting Chance Fund
ST. PETERSBURG –
The City of St. Petersburg
is announcing an expansion of funding for
the Fighting Chance Fund
, an emergency grant available to small businesses
and their employees who
have been negatively impacted by COVID-19 orders. The City’s goal is to
help offset the significant,
temporary loss of revenue
during this global pandemic.
Currently, the Fighting Chance Fund provides
$5,000 grants to impacted

eligible businesses and
$500 to impacted eligible
individuals. Applications
for the next round of funding will go live on Thursday, April 30, 2020.
Expanded criteria include:
• Small businesses
meeting the existing criteria that are located in St.
Petersburg will receive
funding even if its owner
does not live in St. Petersburg. Employees of that
small business will also become eligible on April 30.
• Small businesses

meeting the existing criteria will be eligible for funding if they have been in
operation for at least six
months, rather than the
one year originally required. These businesses
will become eligible on
April 30.
• Expanded industry
inclusion of travel agencies
and tour operators
Additional information
related to this expansion of
funding will soon be available at stpete.org/fightingchancefund.
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PCS Journeys and Journalism students
adjusting to virtual learning
ST. PETERSBURG –
Learning is continuing for
students in Pinellas
County Schools’ Journeys
and Journalism Magnet
program. The three
schools in the magnet
program are Melrose Elementary, John Hopkins
Middle and Lakewood
High schools.
At Melrose Elementary, the scholars adjusted to virtual learning
by setting up their laptops
and taking part in a journalism challenge. Called

Melrose Virtual Learning
Challenge, scholars were
taught step-by-step by
journalism teacher Natalie El Amrani how to
open their webcam, take
a photo and upload to Microsoft Teams.
A schoolwide story
challenge was also held
for scholars in gradestwo through five, where
they were encouraged to
submit short stories
about virtual learning.
Those stories were
shared across social

media platforms.
At Lakewood High,
students collected and
submitted selfies for a
journalism assignment.
The goal of the assignment was to see what the
Lakewood community
has been up to since the
governor’s stay-at-home
order was implemented.
Students shared their activities and thoughts
about digital education
and the effect that the
quarantine is having on
them.

USF St. Petersburg: Putting students first while responding to Coronavirus
USF, from front page

help our students. As much
as the coronavirus situation has affected all of us,
many of our students are
even more impacted.
Some have lost their jobs,
while others face reduced
family support due to financial hardship.
The USF Foundation
created a special fund to
help students during this
time of need. You can learn
more or make a contribution
by
visiting
giving.usf.edu/how/herdfunder/bullsunited.
Many students are
struggling just to eat. In the
past three weeks, we’ve distributed more than 500
pounds of food to students
in need through our Support-A-Bull food pantry.
That’s almost equal to the
amount we’ve distributed
since the pantry was created in last September. We

anticipate the demand will
continue to grow. If you’d
like to make a donation,
there is a drop-off box in
the lobby of the University
Police Department, 530 3rd
St. S, St. Petersburg.
Currently, the pantry
has the greatest need for:
• Shampoo
• Conditioner
• Pasta sauces
• Soups
• Rice
• Toothpaste

While this is a challenging time, we’ll continue to
get by as long as we are
kind and compassionate
with one another. We are so
fortunate to be in a community as supportive as ours. I
invite you to check
USFSP.edu for the latest
updates. You can also follow us on social media.
Thank you so much for
your ongoing interest, and
please stay safe.

Beware scams tied to COVID-19 Economic Impact payments
SCAM , from front page

unsuspecting victims, especially when a group of
people is vulnerable or in
a state of need. While you
are waiting to hear about
your economic impact
payment, criminals are
working hard to trick you
into getting their hands
on it. The IRS Criminal Investigation Division is
working hard to find
these scammers and shut
them down, but in the
meantime, we ask people
to remain vigilant.”
It’s a good time to
check in with the seniors
and retirees in your life as
well – and make sure
they’re not acting on any
calls, texts, or emails requesting financial information. The IRS has
stated that seniors/retirees who don’t have to
file a tax return don’t need
to do anything to receive
their $1,200 economic impact payment.
Retirees – including
recipients of Forms SSA1099 and RRB-1099 –
should be advised that no
one from the IRS or any
other agency will be

reaching out to them by
phone, email, mail or in
person to ask for information related to their economic impact payment
(or, rebates or stimulus
payments, as they’re
sometimes called).
Retirees will automatically receive their payment from the IRS.
Make sure your senior
retirees know this – and
check in with them now to
give them a heads up on
the rising instances of
scammeration going on.
One recent scheme
shared on social media
outlined how a senior received a phone call from a
family member who was
suddenly “in jail.”
“My mom answered
an incoming call. She said
the person on the line
sounded upset and said,
‘Hi mom, sorry I sound so
bad, I have a really bad
cold.’ It was not my
brother but sounded
enough like him—with a
bad cold—to have her believe him. He told her that
he was in an accident, was
in jail, and he wanted her

to talk with his attorney
friend.
“Then another guy got
on the line and explained
that my (not) brother had
been on his way to CVS to
get meds for his cold, was
distracted by his phone
while driving and hit
someone. He said he was
in jail on reckless endangerment charges, and the
judge set bail at $120,000,
so to get out he would
need $12K ASAP. He
asked her for her current
address.”
Needless to say, this
was a scam — no one related to the senior had
been in an accident, but if
a wary family member
hadn’t jumped on the
phone quickly, an amount
that could bankrupt any
U.S. citizen in today’s
economy would have
been stolen. Others have
reported seniors being
scammed out of amounts
such as $10,000, or
$7,000, depending on the
crooked caller.
Most of the time, economic impact payments
will be transferred by the

taxpayer’s direct deposit
information. If you or a
family member paid
taxes, don’t provide your
direct deposit or other
banking information to
anyone besides a trusted
financial advisor if you
don’t plan to do it yourself.
Any of these are indications
something
very unofficial – in
other words, scammy
— is going on:
• Scammers may emphasize the words “Stimulus Check” or “Stimulus
Payment.” The official
term is economic impact payment.
• The caller asks the
taxpayer to sign over their
economic impact payment
check to them.
• Someone contacts
you by phone, email, text,
or social media asking for
verification of personal
and/or banking information — saying that the information is needed to
receive or speed up your
economic impact payment.
• Someone contacts
you or a relative stating
that they can help you get

a tax refund or economic
impact payment faster.
This scam can be conducted by social media,
email, phone call — or
even in person.
• Someone sends you
or a family member a fake
check, maybe of an odd
amount, and tells you to
call a number or verify information online in order
to cash it.
Report Coronavirusrelated or other phishing attempts to the IRS
If you or a loved one

are getting these kinds
of
fraudulent
calls,
emails, text messages or
social media requests for
information that seem to
be from the IRS or an organization linked to the
IRS – such as Electronic
Federal Tax Payment
System (EFTPS) – you
should for ward it to
phishing@irs.gov.
Learn more about reporting suspected scams
by going to the Report
Phishing and Online
Scams page on IRS.gov.
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Let’s work
together.
Our trucks are rolling. Our stores are open.
And we’re restocking throughout the day.
Together, we’ll make it through this.
Visit publix.com/coronavirus to learn more.
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